NEWRY NAVIGATION. 



A COPY OF THE REPORT 

Made by order of the Board of Inland Navigation in Dablin, respecting 
the Newry Navigation. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 10 April 1827. 



Navigation Office, 15 September 1820. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

"WE had the honour to receive a letter from William Gregory, Esq. dated the 
has h 3 of June last, inclosing, by Your Excellency’s commands, a letter which 
t0 fN** Castlereagh, by Mr. Isaac Glenny, President of the 

is oh?w.^ C T rC t° f Newry ’ St ? tmg ’ that the Navigation Of the River of Newry 
is obstructed as also the entrance of the Newry Canal, by shoals, which freouentlv 
prevent the admission and exit of vessels ; and to remedy^ these evils it is necessary 
R Sr, 4 ” “J al fton ’ F ‘ thom to d «P water a little to lbe north oTS 
Ryland Water, a distance of about three miles. And Mr. Gregory w as pleased to 
igmfy Your Excellency s desire that we would take the same into consideration 
and report our opinion thereupon for Your Excellency’s information. 

The measure to which the attention of Government has now been drawn 
long since under the consideration of the Irish Parliament and the ’ 

sinners for conducting the Newry Navigation, 

the cause of its not having been prosecuted. miormation as to 

Sir Thomas Hyde Page, an engineer of eminence, was employed nearlv thirtv 
years ago, to ascertain the practicability of the work, by whom a plan was liven 
for such a canal, but as we have never seen his estimate, or the report made’ bfhim 

Su fS 10 "' W<! - j a " n0t i enture t0 hazard a conjecture whether the measure 
failed of being carried into efleet in consequence of apprehended difficulties in the 
execution, or from the amount of the estimated cost. ™culties ln the 

* e a PP« aa ‘ion of the Chamber of Commerce, we have but few observe 
t ons to offer. The statement, of the obstructions to the navigation from the bav of 
Carlmgford to the entrance of the Newry Cana], and of the delays ex™! J • 
consequence of those impediments, is b/„„ 

ifeA . ? h ° a J ? Wh ‘ Ch acc . um ^ ate from time to time at the harbour of Fathom im- 
“jnl^N^C^r L ° Ck ’ " * coosiderable charge ^ our 

thPrAr of thei ' 'Statement upon which our opinion materially differs from 
that of the Chamber of Commerce, is that in which they say “ the extension of the 
£“ a .'' a thedweetiqn stated, win not be attended with mom 
for w? perf r"‘; g 0f tl '!J i an>e distance upon the same scale in other situations ■” 
for we apprehend more difficulty will attend the construction of a great embank 
ment upon an oozy beach when the work, during its progress will be exposed to' 
the action of the tide and when more conty materials will be reqffired ftanfo most 

«Sr^'^l^ be foUnd tha ‘ ex P ense °f executing the 
,55 ' A of 
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Of the very great improvement which would result from the execution of the 
work suggested, we are thoroughly satisfied ; and we could have no difficulty in 
immediately reporting our concurrence in the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, 
stated in their application to Lord Castlereagh ; we conceived, however, that we 
should ill discharge our duty, and disappoint the expectations of the part of the 
country interested in the measure, if we should content ourselves with such a 
general, though immediate reply to Your Excellency’s reference; we have therefore 
preferred postponing our report until we should have before us the best information 
which could be obtained upon the subject ; and we trust that the manner in which 
we now lay the matter before Your Excellency will justify the delay which has taken 
place, and which will cause a future saving of time in case the execution of the work 
shall be determined on. 

Soon after the receipt of Your Excellency’s commands, we pointed the attention 
of our principal engineers, Messrs. Brownrigg and Killaly, to the subject, and so 
arranged the time and manner of their inspection, that it should not materially 
interfere with the prosecution of the works under their respective superintendence. 
In pursuance of the plan laid down, those gentlemen met at Newry, and were for 
some days occupied in making a joint examination of the country between the 
present entrance of the Newry Canal at Fathom, and the neighbourhood of the 
Ryland Water, after which Mr. Brownrigg resumed his inspection of the works 
carrying on at Lanesboro’ and on the Limerick Navigation, leaving Mr. Killaly to 
proceed with the survey in detail ; this service occupied sometime, during which 
Mr. Killaly was engaged in making borings, to ascertain the nature of the strata 
through which the proposed extension should be carried, and in taking soundings of 
the depth of water in the part of the bay of Carlingford, and the River Navigation 
with which it would be connected. The result of this service is shewn, upon the 
very minute survey which accompanied Mr. Killaly’s report, upon the practicability 
of carrying the proposed extension into effect ; we immediately referred the result 
of Mr. Killaly’s labours to Mr. Brownrigg, and having received his report there- 
upon, we are enabled to come to a conclusion, founded upon full, clear, and satis- 
factory information. 

The Line extends from Fathom Lock to that part of the bay of Carlingford, 
known by the name of Rice’s Bay, a distance of 4 ^ miles, terminating with a sea 
lock and an entrance basin, in which vessels may lie afloat, and lock up into the 
canal at leisure. In consequence of the mountainous nature of the country, the 
work must be constructed for the most part along the sea shore, and for a con- 
siderable distance, (from Fathom to Rough Island) it will consist of a single ram- 
part or embankment carried along the strand, at such a distance from the shore as 
will include a sufficient space for two vessels to pass each other ; it is proposed to 
pass at the back of Rough Island, by a short excavation inland, and from thence 
to its termination the line is carried close to high water mark. The estimate ot 
the expense of this line, extending to Rice's Bay, amounts to,£. 79>373- Mr. Killaly 
has, however, omitted to include any allowance for the ground to be taken or oc- 
cupied for the purposes of this work, under an impression that the land would be 
given by the proprietors without requiring any compensation, lhe proprietors are 
the Marquis of Anglesea and Lord Kilmurry, who probably would be disposed to 
waive their claims in consideration of the general advantage which would result to 
their properties from the execution of the proposed work ; but in general, the most 
considerable portion of the purchase money is awarded to the occupiers of the land, 
their lordships tenants may not be actuated by similar principles of liberality ; and 
if an inquisition should become necessary, increased expense must ensue. Some 
further expense may also become necessary, if it shall be found indispensible to pro- 
cure any considerable additional supply of water. These are at present matters of 
supposition, and are only mentioned here as connected with the sum of the expense, 
which however they cannot affect in any material degree. 

Your Excellency will observe, on reference to the plan, that besides the point of 
termination in Rice's Bay, two other situations are shown, at which the line may 
terminate in water of a sufficient depth for any vessels which can navigate upon the 
Newry Canal ; one immediately south of the Scar, which lies between Rice’s Bay 
and Warren Point, and the other to the north of the Scar, nearly opposite to that 
town ; to the latter of which situations we should give a decided preference. It 
possesses the advantages of deep water and great shelter ; is a mile shorter than the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Navigation , on the NEWRY NAVIGATION. 3 

line to Rice’s Bay; the expense of its construction is calculated at/. 10,000 less 
and a very great saving in future maintenance would result from stopping at that 
point, as the part of the line between the Scar and Rice’s Bay is by much the most 
exposed in the whole distance. Another circumstance worthy of consideration is 
that by adopting the last-mentioned point of termination, no interference will take 
place with the existing Revenue establishment. Vessels to enter the Navigation 
must pass Warren Point, where they can be boarded by the proper officers; but if 
the line should be extended to Rice's Bay, the officers stationed at Warren Point 
must be removed to that place, or a new establishment be formed there for the pro- 
tection of the Revenue. ^ 

Mr. . Brownrigg, arguing from the plan, is disposed to give the preference to the 
extension to Rice s Bay ; for although he allows the advantages of water and shelter 
which are to be had at the proposed termination opposite to Warren Point, he raises 
?h m nu d’J ect,ons fr u om the , Proximity of the Scar on the south, and the shoals called 
the Old Men upon the north of that situation. We have, however, made particular 
inqmries from Mr. Kdlaly upon these points, who has satisfied us that the only part 
ot the hear which presents an impediment to the navigation, is that near the shore 
described by a dark shade in the drawing, and that the remainder of the Scar, shown 
by a taint wash, is seldom dry, and has twelve feet depth of water over the greater 
part ot it at the high water of neap tides, and fourteen feet at spring tides ; so that 
it presents no obstruction to such vessels as can take the Canal, the depth of water 
of which is but ten feet. It therefore appears that there is ample sea room in that 
situation; and we understand from Mr. Killaly, that the shoals called the Old Men 
are composed of mud and gravel, and not rock, as Mr Brownrigg supposed ■ and 
consequently can be removed by dredging, if it should be deemed advisable. 

Were the tide basin and entrance omitted, the estimate would be further reduced 

* 2 ’ 7 . 00 ' ■ w ® t [ 1 1 lnk would be ill-judged economy, as injuries to a far greater 
amount would probably arise to sharp built vessels and their cargoes if, being pre- 
vented from locking up into the canal by the falling of the tide, they should be 
obliged to take the ground, consequences which would be effectually obviated bv 
the construction of the proposed tide basin, in which they would be water borne in 
perfect security. 

Mr. Brownrigg has given an interesting historical account of the early state of 
Newry and Carlingford, and his report contains the remarks of an acute and judicious 
observer, alive to the interest of his country during many years of professional expe- 
rience, and who was frequently and for a considerable time together resident at 
Newry and in its neighbourhood. 



About four years ago the ship lock at Fathom underwent some very considerable 
repairs, during which Mr. Brownrigg was almost always stationed at that place, and 
we beg to draw Your Excellency’s attention to the opinion given by him on the state 
0t f?? 1 ° f Newr y> founded u Pon the observations which his situation at that time 
enabled him to make, and which strongly apply to the subject now before us. 

He states, that “ During the two summers he resided at Fathom he had ample 
opportunity of making observations on the state of the harbour, and of gathering 
the best information from the oldest and most intelligent of the inhabitants, and that 
it was not without feelings of deep regret he beheld the gradual and certain, though 
slow, approaching extinction of the port of Newry, if it should not be relieved by 
some extraordinary work of art, under the fostering hand of the government of the 
country ; for he asserts, without fear of mistake or contradiction, that at Fathom 
and for nearly half a mile below it, the harbour is four feet shallower now than it 
was about sixty years ago, and that this shallowness is increasing and advancing in 
extent yeariy with serious strides, and that all the Board is enabled to do by dredging 
at Fathom, or further down will not arrest its progress or avert the fate of the port 



The measure suggested by the Chamber of Commerce of Newry might, upon 
a cursory view be supposed to be of a local nature, solely calculated to benefit the 
merchants of that town ; but a little reflection will show, that the good consequences 
which may be expected to result from the proposed improvement, would be much 
more extensive. Newry is the place of export for the produce of a considerable 
portion of the north of Ireland, and of some of the midland counties, extending so 
255. A 2 6 far 
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far back as the lower part of the county of Fermanagh ; the greater security to the 
navigation, which would follow from the proposed improvement, would cause in- 
creased regularity in all the transactions of trade. The vessels intending to put to 
sea would be collected in the basin, ready to proceed as soon as the flowing tide 
should have risen to a proper height; and they would be under weigh, and standing 
out to sea, before the homeward bound ships could be ready to enter the basin ; no 
confusion could occur; and from these facilities of departure and arrival, quick 
returns and interchange of commodities would naturally result. It may reasonably 
be expected that the good consequences would not stop here, for from these com- 
mercial advantages, improvement in the market of Newry must follow ; and its 
beneficial effects would be felt by the agricultural interests through all the district of 
country, the produce of which finds it way to that market. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to report our opinion, that the construction of 
a canal from Fathom to the deep water nearly opposite to Warren Point, with a ship 
lock and entrance basin as described on the plan and section laid down by 
Mr. Killaly, would be a very great improvement, a work of considerable national 
importance, and preferable to extending the line to the immediate neighbourhood of 
the Ryland Water, for the reasons hereinbefore stated. 

We have the honour to forward herewith copies of Mr. Killay’s Report and 
Estimate, together with his survey of the proposed extension, and a copy of 
Mr. Brownrigg’s Report on the same subject ; the letter of the Chamber of Com- 
merce to Lord Castlereagh is also enclosed. 

All which is submitted to Your Excellency’s consideration, with the utmost duty 
and respect by 

Your Excellency’s 

Most obedient humble servants, 

(signed) Daniel Corneille. 

James Saurin. 

Henry R. Paine. 



A true Copy. 

C. W. Flint. 
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